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•HBOOIf:- NOTICES.* 



WITNESSES FROM THE DUST. 



This volume aims to present, in popular form, the results of the discoveries 
which have recently been made in ancient countries, bearing upon the Bible. 
The author has succeeded in making a very attractive book. His style is excel- 
lent for the purpose in view. The time has come when these revelations, for 
such they are, must be put in shape for laymen. Scholars can no longer monop- 
olize them. The illustrations are numerous and well chosen. Upon the whole, 
we know of no book from which the student can obtain so clear or so satisfactory 
a knowledge of the real facts in the case as from this book. Mr. Fradenburgh's 
papers in the Reviews have made him known to the reading public. 



BISSELL'S " THE PENTATEUCH, "t 



The theory of the school of Wellhausen respecting the* date and composition 
of the Hexateuch seems to be meeting with little decided favor among the Old 
Testament scholars of this country. Several able replies to various aspects of it 
have already appeared, but no one, in a single work, has attempted this so 
exhaustively as Dr. Bissell, who has not contented himself in endeavoring to show 
simply the unsoundness of this theory by a criticism of its presuppositions and 
salient points, but has undertaken an examination in detail of the laws pecul- 
iar to Deuteronomy, repeated and modified in Deuteronomy, and peculiar 
to the Priest's Code, with the view of ascertaining whether they were post- 
Mosaic, or exhibited different periods of origin widely separate from each other. 
Dr. (Bissell finds they do not, and his arguments are able and convincing as 
against the position of Wellhausen. We have read AVellhausen's History of 
Israel, recently translated, in connection with this work, and have been struck 
again and again with the force and strength of Dr. Bissell's criticism. The whole 
fabric of the special theory of Wellhausen is honeycombed and left ready to fall 
through his investigations. If one, then, would understand the weak points of 
this theory, we know of no better work than this, and it should be in the hands of 
every one who reads Wellhausen's history. Some of the chapters will be found 
hard reading, and require close study from the intricacy of the matter discussed, 
but others will be agreeable to every Old Testament student. Dr. Bissell writes 
also at times with a real glow and fervor which every one must enjoy. The Bible 
is a book full of divine life to him. 
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